Ocimum sanctum (synonym Ocimum tenuiflorum), commonly known as holy basil, tulasi or tulsi, is an aromatic perennial plant in the family Lamiaceae. It is native to the Indian subcontinent and widespread as a c u l t i v a t e d p l a n t t h r o u g h o u t t h e 1 Southeast Asian tropics . There are two types of Tulsi: (i) Dark Holy Basil (Krishna Tulsi) -Dark holy basil have purplish or dark purple leaves with a strong aroma, peppery crisp taste, and dark stems. Dark holy basil is famous for its medicinal value. Its leaves are smaller than light holy basil and (ii) Light Holy Basil (Rama Tulsi) -Light holy basil is the most common holy basil. Light holy basil has green leaves with white-purplish flowers and green or purplish stem. The light colour variety of holy basil is popular for their cooling and mellow flavor. Light holy basil 2 has larger leaves than dark holy basil .
The sacred basil (Tulsi) is renowned for its important role in the traditional Ayurvedic and Unani system of holistic health and herbal medicine of the East. It is mentioned by Charaka in the Charaka Samhita; an Ayurvedic text. Tulsi is considered to be an adaptogen, balancing different processes in the body, and helpful for adapting to stress. Marked by its strong aroma and astringent taste, it is regarded in Ayurveda as a kind of 'elixir of life' and believed to promote longevity. Tulsi extracts are used in Ayurvedic remedies for common colds, h e a d a c h e s , s t o m a c h d i s o r d e r s , inflammation, heart disease, various forms of poisoning and malaria. Traditionally, Ocimum sanctum is taken in many forms, as herbal tea, dried power or fresh leaf. For centuries, the dried leaves of Tulsi have been mixed with stored grains to repel 3 insects .
Tulasi is also cultivated for its essential oil. It is Ocimum sanctum has also been suggested to possess a n t i f e r t i l i t y , a n t i c a n c e r, a n t i d i a b e t i c , a n t i f u n g a l , antimicrobial, hepatoprotective, cardio protective, antiemetic, antispasmodic, analgesic, adaptogenic and diaphoretic actions. Eugenol (1-hydroxy-2-methoxy-4allylbenzene), the active constituent present in Ocimum sanctum has been found to be largely responsible for the 7 therapeutic potential of Tulsi .
LITERATURE REVIEW
No scientometric study had been published so far on Ocimum Sanctum, however, there are few other scientometric studies available, which quantitatively and qualitatively analyze global and Indian literature on 8 9 individual medicinal plants, such as Aloe Vera , Artemisinin , 10 11-12 Azadirachta indica and Phonix dactyl lifra .
OBJECTIVES
The study, in particular, studies the distribution of global publication output of the world and of 10 most productive countries, by document type and source type, growth rate of its annual and five year output, the share of international collaborative publications, broad subject-wise scatter across sub-fields, identification of significant keywords depicting trends in research, publication output, publication share and citation impact of top 15 global organizations, authors and journals and characteristics of its high cited publications.
METHODOLOGY
The publication data for the present study on Ocimum Sanctum research was derived from the Scopus database (http://www.scopus.com) covering the period 2008-17. Keywords, such as "Ocimum Tenuiflorum" or "Ocimum Sanctum" or "Tulsi" were searched in "Title-Abs-Key" tag during the period 2008-17 to get publication data on global output on Ocimum Sanctum (1306 records) during 2008-17. This search string was applied first for searching global publication data on Ocimum Sanctum and then further restricted to individual country by name in "country tag" one by one to ascertain publication output of top 10 most productive countries (including India). The first search string was subsequently refined, using analytical tags in Scopus database, by "subject area tag", "country tag", "source title tag", "journal title name" and "affiliation tag", to get data/information on the distribution (Table 1 ). (Table 3 ). There is overlapping of literature covered under various subjects * m Profile of Top 20 Most Productive Global Organizations 322 organizations participated in global Ocimum Sanctum research, of which 266 organizations contributed 1-5 papers each, 41 organizations 6-10 papers each and 13 organizations 11-23 papers each. The productivity of top 15 most productive global organizations in Ocimum Sanctum research varied from 10 to 23 publications and together they contributed 15.54% (203) global publication share and 17.67% (2041) global citation share. The scientometric profile of these top 15 organizations is presented in Table 4 . It is concluded that the above analysis helps the policy makers and scholars to undertake further R&D studies on Ocimum Sanctum with an aim to explore its full potential in preventing and treating diseases and also to help future investigators to carry out research in discovering potential therapeutic effects and developing new formulations.
